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To the south of the site, lies the 
South Downs National Park. The 
rich landscape and its underlying 
geology were used as a design 
reference/key driver.

Various form options were 
considered for the highly 
constrained site. Each option  
was analysed in plan, elevation, 
3D and contextual montages.

The initial design response 
developed as a geological form, with 
flank walls masking the volumes 
hosting the process equipment. 

An iterative design process led 
to reconsidering the flank wall 
arrangement, in a bid to reduce the 
mass of the building. A more solid 
and monolithic form was developed.

The distinctive geology of the 
surrounding context was used to 
inform the proposed material palette. 
The significant underlying presence 
of chalk developed a neutral palette, 
infused with greenery, in reference to 
the immediate landscape.
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A height study was undertaken 
in a bid to reduce the height 
of the building as much as 
practically possible.

Following the reduction of the 
overall building height, the 
general arrangement and form 
were reorganised to create 
a building which integrated 
better with the undulating 
landscape in which it sits.  
A more organic form emerged.

Further tests were undertaken 
in a bid to create a more suitable 
marriage between building and 
context, with a number of green 
facade variants. 

In terms of articulation and 
finish, a variety of arrangements 
are currently being explored, 
developing the original  
material palette. 
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